
EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT
first reading
(no time limit)

COUNCIL OF MINISTERS
first reading

Approves all EP amendments No amendments by
EP or Council

PROPOSED ACT ADOPTED
(QMV)

PROPOSED ACT ADOPTED
(QMV)

Commission informs EP
fully of its position

Council Common Position
adopted (QMV - except

where Treaty requires unanimity)

(within three months*)
EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT

second reading

Approves Common Position
or Takes no decision
on Common Position

Rejects Common Position
(absolute majority of

component members)

Commission Opinion
on amendments

PROPOSED ACT ADOPTED
PROPOSED ACT
NOT ADOPTED

(within three months*)
COUNCIL OF MINISTERS

second reading

Approves all EP amendments
(QMV - but unanimous vote
required where Commission

Opinion is negative)

Council does not approve all
EP amendments

PROPOSED ACT ADOPTED
(within six weeks**)

Council President and
EP President convene
Conciliation Committee

CONCILIATION COMMITTEE
(Council and EP with

Commission participation)

Amends Common Position
(absolute majority of

component members)

COMMISSION Proposal

Steptoe & Johnson’s Flow Chart of the New Co-Decision Procedure under the Amsterdam Treaty

Does not approve Joint Text
(Within six weeks**)
Approves Joint Text

(Within six weeks**)
Adoption of Joint Text

Council (QMV ) and EP
(absolute majority of votes cast)

PROPOSED ACT
NOT ADOPTED

(Within six weeks**)
Joint Text not adopted by either

Council and EP

PROPOSED ACT
NOT ADOPTED PROPOSED ACT ADOPTED

“QMV” Qualified  majority voting (Council of Ministers): 62 votes out of 87. NB - for
certain Proposed Acts (for example, in relation to citizenship and free
movement of workers), QMV is not applicable: unanimity is required.

* The EP or Council may take the initiative to extend this by a maximum of
one month.

** The EP or Council may take the initiative to extend this by a maximum of two
weeks.

“The middle way”

“The middle way”“The shortcut” “The full works”


