 NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF RAILROAD TRIAL COUNSEL HONOR STEPTOE’S COLE AND LOUGHRAN WITH 2008 RECOGNITION OF EXCELENCE AWARD
(December 15, 2008, Washington, D.C.) – Steptoe & Johnson LLP, a leading litigation powerhouse, announced that Charles G. Cole and Alice Loughran of its Washington, D.C., office recently were awarded the 2008 Recognition of Excellence Award by the National Association of Railroad Trial Counsel (NARTC). The NARTC is a 1000-member organization comprised of in-house and outside trial counsel for the railroad industry.  This prestigious award is made annually to an Association member for contributions to the Association and the industry.  This is the first time the organization has given the award to an appellate lawyer, as well as the first time two lawyers have been honored together.

The recognition, which came as a surprise to both partner Charles G. Cole and counsel Alice Loughran, was presented during the annual meeting of the Association’s 70-member Executive Committee in Chicago.
“We congratulate Chuck and Alice, not simply because they won this award, but because they exemplify what Steptoe is best known for -- intelligent, thorough, and creative litigation strategy and writing,” said Roger Warin, chairman of Steptoe & Johnson.  “This is exceptionally well-deserved recognition for two of our finest appellate litigators.”

Mr. Cole is Chair of Steptoe’s Appellate Group and a member of the firm’s Regulatory and Industry Affairs Department. He has extensive experience with all aspects of the appellate process and in a number of fields of substantive law, including an active and successful Supreme Court practice. 

Ms. Loughran is also a member of the Litigation and Regulatory & Industry Affairs Departments and is active in appellate litigation at all levels.

Mr. Cole & Ms. Loughran have been active in addressing many of the legal challenges facing the railroad industry, including the scope of federal preemption, punitive and compensatory damages, venue reform, and liability issues.   They have been asked to represent railroads in some of the industry’s most critical appeals.

“It’s a privilege to be a member of this organization of trial lawyers,” said Mr. Cole.  “Knowing the talent in this organization, I was especially honored to receive this award.”  
Ms. Loughran added, “It has been a sincere pleasure to work alongside NARTC attorneys on some of the challenging issues facing the industry. What a terrific surprise to receive this award.”  
The Phoenix-based National Association of Railroad Trial Counsel comprises outstanding railroad defense trial attorneys from across the United States and Canada. Membership in the organization is limited to lawyers who handle litigation and related matters for railroads or their affiliated entities, or who handle litigation or other legal matters directly affecting railroads

About Steptoe & Johnson LLP
With more than 500 attorneys, Steptoe & Johnson LLP provides counsel and representation in a wide range of legal fields.  In more than 60 years of practice, the firm has gained a national and international reputation for vigorous representation of clients before governmental agencies, successful advocacy in litigation and arbitration, and creative and practical advice in guiding business transactions.  The firm has offices in Washington DC, New York, Chicago, Phoenix, Los Angeles, Century City, London, and Brussels
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