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>80% of actions delivered 
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Eurobarometer 2017 

       What do Europeans think about Plastics? 



• Communication & Staff Working Document 

• List of EU actions (39)  most by 2018/2019 

• Measures recommended to Member States and 

industry 

• Pledging Campaign on Recycled Content 

+ Waste Package 

 

 Plastics Strategy adopted 16th January 2018 

  



 
• Ambitious long-term targets recycling of municipal/packaging 

waste with specific targets for plastic packaging 

 
• Forward-looking calculation rules 
 
• Landfilling restrictions for separately collected and recyclable 

waste 
 
• Measures on prevention & encouraging the reuse of packaging 
 
• Minimum requirements for producer responsibility schemes: 

producers to bear the cost of waste management 
 

• Continuously improving separate collection 

The Waste Package: The Way Forward 



• Economic incentives 

• Strategy for jobs 

• Investment in infrastructure and innovation 

• More integrated value chain 

• Growing market for recycled content 

• Alternative feedstock + innovative & sustainable materials 

• Growth decoupled from plastic waste generation 

• More sustainable consumption patterns 

A VISION FOR THE CIRCULAR PLASTICS ECONOMY 

Smart  

Innovative 

Sustainable  

 

The Plastics Industry  
of the future 



A EUROPEAN STRATEGY FOR PLASTICS IN THE CIRCULAR ECONOMY 



• All plastics packaging reusable or recyclable 

• >50% of plastic waste recycled 

• Sorting & recycling capacity X 4 (vs. 2015) 

• Stimulate design for circularity 

• Better separate waste collection 

• Boosting recycled content 

Policy Objectives 

By 2030 



• Eco-design: requirements to support recyclability of plastics 

• Evaluation: Construction Products & End-of-life Vehicles 

• Revision of the essential requirements in the PPWD 

• Working on food-contact materials 

• Development of quality standards (sorted and recycled plastics) 

• Ecolabel and GPP: incentives for recycled plastics 

• EPR / deposit: Member States 

• Industry pledges / voluntary commitments 

Measures 



 
• Regulatory framework for biodegradable plastics 
 
• Report on oxo-degradable plastics 

 
• Revision of directive on port reception facilities 
 
• Curb microplastics pollution:  

• intentional added to products  REACH 

• unintentional release (tyres, textiles and plastics pellets) 
 

 



• Guidance on eco-modulation of EPR fees 
 

• Strategic Research Innovation Agenda for Plastics (2018) 

 
• H2020 additional €100 million investments (up until 2020) 

 
• Support the development of alternative feedstocks  
    lifecycle assessments including biomass 

 
 



• Call for global action 
 
• Support for multilateral initiatives on plastics 
 
• Promote international industry standards development 
 
• Development in cooperation funding  
    

 



Implementation of 
the Plastics Strategy 



• Actions on: 

• intentionally added microplastics  

• oxo degradable plastics 

• Referred to the European Chemical Agency for possible restriction in the Framework 
of REACH 

 

• Proposal for the revision of the Port Reception Facilities 
Directive: 

• Includes measures to ensure that waste generated on ships or gathered at sea is 
returned to land and adequately managed. 

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE PLASTIC STRATEGY 
REDUCING MARINE LITTER 

 ACTION ON SINGLE USE PLASTICS AND FISHING GEAR 



• Public consultation  
      (Dec 2017 – 12 Feb 2018) 

 
• Impact assessment ongoing 
 
• Objective: Propose a legal instrument under the present 

mandate of the Commission 
 

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE PLASTIC STRATEGY 
REDUCING MARINE LITTER 

 ACTION ON SINGLE USE PLASTICS AND FISHING GEAR 



REDUCING MARINE LITTER:  

ACTION ON SINGLE USE PLASTICS & FISHING GEAR 



Learn more about the plastics strategy and the circular 
economy 

 
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/circular-economy/index_en.htm  


