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ALB: What are the main challenges you have encountered in recent years when representing Chinese
companies in high stakes patent litigation and trade secrets litigation in Federal Courts and the
International Trade Commission? How do you and your team cope?

Timothy C. Bickham: Based in Steptoe’s Beijing office, | work directly with companies who are actively
litigating IP cases in Federal Courts and the International Trade Commission. High-stakes IP litigations
have now become essentially a gateway Chinese companies must navigate as they enter the US market.
The main challenges for Chinese companies, therefore, are anticipating and preparing for such litigations.
In my experience, companies that anticipate and prepare for IP litigation have a substantially better likeli-
hood of success - they end up spending less in legal fees and capturing larger market share. Our lawyers
have significant experience working with Chinese companies and we often staff cases with attorneys in
both China and the US. This allows us to give clients local attention and communicate effectively, despite
additional challenge posed by the pandemic. Strong communication and working in partnership with the
companies is critical to success.

ALB: What trend have you observed that such litigation will follow in the future? How do you respond to it?
Bickham: One important recent trend | have noticed is the rising number of IP litigations in the US, espe-
cially those targeting Chinese companies. As Chinese companies become more powerful and influential
players in the US market across various sectors, their competitors are turning to IP to curb competition.
Responding to the trend, it is critical for Chinese companies to anticipate and prepare for legal challenges
ahead of time by making strategies that reflect the legal issues and the business realities and working with
their US counsel early. Having team members based in Beijing, DC, New York, Chicago, and California,
Steptoe provides true round-the-clock service and respond quickly to our clients’ needs. In my experience,
our clients face much better prospects in the US market and truly benefit from having a full-service and
reliable US counsel on their teams.
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